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Griffiths III Subscale Quartile Charts

The Quartile Charts look at the level of difficulty of each individual subscale item and provide
valuable information in interpreting a child’s performance on the Griffiths Ill.

Each quartile chart has the items in the 5 subscales of Griffiths Ill arranged in quartile groups. There
is a Quartile Chart for each year of Griffiths Ill Scales i.e. 6 charts in all. The percentage difficulty
values are inverse as developmental skills increase as the year progresses; as do the percentages of
difficulty of the items. This is in line with psychometric theory.

The items grouped in Quartile 1 are those achieved by the Griffiths Il standardisation sample of
typically developing children in the first 3 months of that year of age. They are the easiest items in
the year according to the 2016 standardisation data. In the standardisation, these items were
completed by 76-100% typically developing children of that year of age.

The items grouped in Quartile 4 are those achieved by typically developing children in the last 3
months of that year of age. They are the hardest items in the year according to the 2016
standardisation data. In the standardisation, these items were completed by 1-25% typically
developing children of that year of age.

Quartiles 2 and 3 contain items falling within the mid-range for that year. In Quartile 2, 51-75% of
typically developing children achieve these items in that year. In Quartile 3, 26-50% typically
developing children achieve those items in the year.

When the Quartile Charts are used to assist qualitative developmental assessment of a child who
would, in the examiner’s opinion, meet the parameters of the standardised test, clinical judgement
may be used and if thought appropriate, the child may be said to be functioning at that particular
developmental range of months.

When the Quartile charts are used to assist developmental assessment of a children with severe
disabilities whose development falls near or below the floor of the standardised test, the quartile
age range should not be used in a general way but the description should be specific at item level to
define a child’s strengths and limitations.

Another way of using the Quartile Charts is to analyse the constructs not achieved, and to use this
information to assist with future planning.

References
1. Test use outside the normative boundaries of Griffiths Ill, ARICD Statement on normative
scoring, p2.

2. ARICD statement on use of Griffiths Ill Scales of Child Development for children functioning
below a developmental quotient of 50.

Both ARICD statements available at https://www.aricd.ac.uk/resource/griffiths-iii-resources/
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